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FOREWORD 


Soon after the Maharaja Sa^ajirao University of Baroda established the Depart- 
ment of Archaology, Shn R N Mehta was selected as one of its trainees This was 
ID 1950 During these five years Shn JIchta undenvent a rigorous course of training 
in archaeological etplorations and excavations He then undertook a survey of the 
ancient and pre histone sites in Central Gujarat and later dug independently at 
Ttmbarva, a small but important site near the still more important Karvan, near Baroda 
The results of this work are set out here 

It gives one hope that promising students from Gujarat, if they are given an 
opportunity, will take to archeology from the earth, despite its rigorous discipline and 
not a too lucrative livelihood For, an immense field m pre-histor>, protohistory, as 
well as early history awaits exploration, not only m Gujarat but in the rest of India 
as well If this is to be systematically done our Universities must come forward to 
encourage field \\ork in archteology In this respect the >oung University of Baroda 
has set a fine example, which may be profitably followed by other Universities 


Deccan College, 

Post graduate and Research Institute, 
Poona 16 6 1955 


H D Sankalia 



PREFACE 


The are^ around Karvan, m the Dabhoi taluk and the adjoining area of the Smor, 
Karajan and Baroda taluks of the Baroda District, is very promising for the study of the 
Early Histone Culture of central and southern Gujarat The roost important, but highly 
disturbed site is of course, Karvan, which awaits careful large scale excavations The 
Bonk mound of Tirobarva, a small isolated mound at least tno miles aivaj’ from any near 
by village, is fast disappeanng due to the bnck laying and earth quarrjing activities of the 
inhabitants of the village of Tirobarva This mound was selected for a smalf trial excavation 
for tapping the archaeological wealth of this region The excavations were conducted in the 
first two weeks of April, 1933 

In the initial arrangements for starling the work, I was helped by Dr B Subba Rao 
and Dr H D Sankaha. The camping arrangements at Timbarva were made with the help 
of local gentry, more particularly with that of Shn Hirabbai Samalbhai Patel of Karvan 
and Shn Chutubbai Sambbubbat Patel, Shn Hanbbai Govmdbbai Patel, and Shn Chunilal 
Karsanbhai Patel of Timbarva There were some difficulties The nearest source of water 
was about a mile and a half away—a well owned by Shn Thakorbhai Patel of Timbarva 
He was kind enough to supply us with water and other necessary facilities including the use 
of his farm bouse for storing our equipment. 

In the actual field work, I was assisted by Shn S N Chondbari, the Research 
Scholar of our Department. The drawings and photography m the field were done by both 
of us The illustrations for the report were however prepared by Shn R J Kbalri, 

S Bardohwala and Shn G S Telaiig, the draftsmen and photographers of the Department 
To Shnniati Han«a Slehta, the Vice Chancellor of the 31 S University of Baroda, we 
owe a sense of deep gratitude But for the very personal interest that she has always taken 
m our work, the Department of Archav-ology would not have been able to make the start 
It has made Similarly it was Dr Jivaraj Mehta, who first gave us an opportunity to study 
the cultures of Baroda and lay trial trenches m Medical College area as early as 194S The 
present excavation, as well as the other important projects undertaken by the Department 
have been made possible because of their constant encouragement 

I cannot fully express gratitude to Dr B, Subha Rao and Dr H D Sankalia who 
have always been a source of help to roe throughout the work Both of them very kindly 
went through the manuscript and made valnable suggestions 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Depnrtmertt of Archaeology of the M S University of Barodi is v%orking on a 
s>«tcmatic plan for tracing the material culture of Gujarat of the period before looo A D 
The excavations carried out by the Department at Ahota (Baroda) revealed that a long 
gap cMsls between the Early Historic and Alicrolittiic Period 

It was therefore essential to take up the problem of this hiatus and try to discover 
the cultures existing during this dark period The explorations around Kamrej and Karvan 
suggested the existence of the coinage of the Pre Chnsttan era thus giv tng i hint about the 
possibilities of tracing back the historic cultures of Gujarat 

Karvan was an important religious centre being the seat of the Lakuhsa sect, and 
was a flourishing township during the Earlj Histone Period The explorations around Kar- 
van resulted m the discovery of a number of small sites with Early Histone and Microhthic 
material Out of them the Bonk mound at Timbarva (Fig i) was selected for a small tnal ex- 
cavation to discover the existence of the cultures of the centunes preceding the Christian era 

Fortunately the excavations conducted in 1953 A D revealed the presence of the 
Iron Age Culture associated with Red and Black Ware in association with the Northern 
Black Polished Ware This culture lay under the Early Histone Culture revealed at Baroda ‘ 
It Is therefore for the first time that the glimpse of the culture preceding the Chnstian Era 
was revealed by this excavation Similar cultnre was observed in the Nimar Distnct of 
Madhya Bharat at ’Maheshwar and Navada Todi and at Nasik in Jfaharashfra suggesting 
that this part of Gujarat had a material culture similar to that found m contemporary 
Mahva and Maharashtra 

The Site 

At the junction of the village boundaries of Timbarva Banaj and Lingasthah is a 
low flat mound* about 8 acres in area and rising to a height of about ten feet from 
the surrounding plain of the black cotton soil of Kanam* ( 73 14' E 22“ a’ N ) To the 
west and north is a low depression which gets filled with water in the monsoon and turns 
itself into a small marshy patch making this mound a prominent feature of the landscape 

The Early Historic Culture of Baroda was fairly wide-spread as can be known from the 
excavations carried out at ^'adnag«r by tl e Department ol Archaeology of the M S University 
of Baroda 

* Tlie mound is locally known as Bonka The term is difficult to explain 

* The area is known is Kanam because of the black cotton soil The mound is m the 
zone of transition of the northern loessic loams and the black cotton soil of the Broach District 
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LXCMATIONS AT TIMBARS \ 


Some thirty jears ago, this mound nas studded uith a hea\y thicUet of Babul trees, 
now completely cleared. At present very small shrubs and a few hrge trees cover this site 
The mound is being destroyed by the villagers of Timbarva, anUo carry away earth from 
this area for household use and for making bricks Except a very small portion in the 
centre, this mound has almost been levelled down by this activity ( Fig 2 ) 

The mound la in the revenue jurisdiction of the village Timbarva, in the Sinor Tahika 
of the Baroda District and lies at a distance of about two miles to the north»vest of it 
According to the local legends, modern Timbarva was re settled by Patidars in the I3tli 
century The fact that the earliest antiquities noted from the village are two memorial 
stones in 13th centurj stjle, seems to support this legend 

Previous Work : 

This site was brought to the notice of M R Majmiidar by Bliaiya Sahgram 
Bechardasa a native of Karvan Majmudar has noted a figure of Lakulisa from this site 
(Fig a) In the month of December 1950 AD, H D Sankaha, B Subba Rao and 
the author, examined the mound A sand stone legged quern of Early Histone Period was 
discovered at this time In May 1951, the site was again surveyed by the present author 
A few sherds of Red Polished ware were recovered at this time 

Surface exploration of this mound revealed antiquities of the Early Historic period 
Late mediaeval and Muslim cultures were totally absent here This mound is very near the 
ancient township of Karvan which was an important religious centre, being associated with 
LakuUsa, the founder of the Paiupala sect* This large town with a teeming population and 
pilgrims mighv have required a sufficiently developed "service area*’, and as such ihia 
village might have been included m the " service area " of that city Its position between 
Karvan and Broach also suggested that it might have been a small halting station for the 
caravans moving between Broach and Djjain via Karvan The topographical position of 
this mound, therefore suggests the impact of cultural and commercial transactions between 
It and Karvan This contact might have resulted in much maternl brought from the latter 
town This material may help us to understand the culture of the early centuries of the 
Christian era 

Aims and Objects 

As already noted m the introduction, the cultures of r:arl> Historic Period of Gujnrat 
were imperfectly known The excavations at Baroda and Amreli suggested a wide gap be- 
tween the Histone and Pre historic cultures of this area With a view to study the cultures 
of the Early Historic Period, and tracing them to the Pre-chnstian period, if possible a small* 
scale tnal excavation was undertake n on the undisturbed part of tins mound 

» Majmudar M K Antiquities from Karvan with relcreuce 10 tl c L^kulUa worship p6i. 
fig VI, Joitrnal cj the Vnntruly of Domhay, VoJ XVIII. Part IV, Januarj 1950 

* Mehta R V , Karvan— The scat ol Lakulish sect , Pro-ecdtngs of the Fourteenth Sesiton 
Indmn Htshry Congress, P. 7ifl 
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Chronology ; 

Tlie chronology of the sile depends entirely upon polterj , as no other datable cMdence 
<5nch as coins \% as recovered from the excavation The mam pottery types, on which the 
chronology depends are the Red and Black pottery, the Northern Black Polished Ware, the 
Red Pohahed Ware, and crude red ware with gritty porous smoky core, and the painted red 
ware with designs in black o\er the white band on red burnished slip 

The Red and Black type of pottery is found here m association with the Northern 
Black Polished \Vare which is the crucial type for dating this site "The origin of the 
Northern Black Polished ware has been tentatively associated with the fifth century B C 
It IS unlikely that future research will bnng this dating forward on the contrary the 
possibility lies m the other direction **> The w-are was used in India from about the fifth 
century B C and " there is no evidence that the N B P ware persisted anywhere m India 
after 2nd century B C ” ’ This ware has been found in a number of sites in Northern 
India From the available evidence, it seems that the focus of this ware was the Gangetic 
Valley with classical sites of Vaiiah, Kausanibi, Patna and Rajgir At KausSmbi, with 
the help of the various closely dated phases of Gaositaram Monastery the ware can be 
definitely dated to 500 B C Its occurrence at Taxiia is also roughly dated by R E M 
Wlieeler as existing from 500 B C ’ 

Since in tho«e days of slow and difficult (ravel, this ware could reach Taxita m 
500 B C, and is found m early layers of the Satavahan period at Nasik,* it is highly 
probable that it might have come to Gujarat at least in about 400 B C That the sherds 
are of fine texture and polish and do not show any degradation, suggests that the occurrence 
of N B P in Gujarat can safely be dated to c. 400 B C at the latest The appearance of 
the Polished Red \^are and tlie disappearance of N B P , Red and Black Ware marks the 
end of this period 

The next important closely dated pottery is the Red Poh'hed Ware m India It 
might have originally been imported from Rome and later on successfully imitated in India 
The imported Roman ware was found at Ankaroedu and Chandravalli, Kolhapur and Karad 
m layers of early centuries of Christian era At Baroda, it was found in association with 
two seals with prancing horse* and crude red gritty pottery with inferior baking At Baid 
It occurred below the layers bearing a Gupta com At Vadnagar it has also occurred with 
pottery similar to that from Baroda and lead coins This persistent occurrcnccof this ware 
m early centuries of Chnstian era suggests that in Western India U might have been exist* 

' A Ghosh * Rajgir,' Aweirnt Iki/h*, Vol VII, p 70 

» Ibii , p 71, 

* R C M Wheeler, Note on N 13 P , Ancient Indta \ol I p 55 

* Information from 11 D Saakalia 
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ing in the first three centunes of Christian era ' At Tirabarv a the association of red polish 
ed ware svith the crude gnttj red ware similar to that found from Baroda suggest the same 
culture existing contemporaneously here also 

The other potter} type is a red slipped ware with paintings in black on white back 
ground The beginnings of potter} was inferred at Baroda to be m the early medieval 
period t t somewhere around 6oq A D* Together with this were black burnished wares 
red burnished ware with occasional!} black interior this association suggests that the culture 
was similar to that found at Baroda between circa 600 1000 A D The total absence of cul 
tures of a date later than this at Timbarva suggests that th** site was de erted by about the 
end of the loth or irth centur} AD It is likely that it was deserted during the armed 
conflict between the Chaluk}as of Lata and the Chaluk}as of Pdtan 

The Trench 

A small trench la X8 was laid on the central undisturbed part of the mound m the 
magnetic east west direction For digging it was sub divided into six squares each measur 
mg 4 X4 and mmed A At B Bi C and Ci Eight lajers of archaeological deposit were 
noted in this trench The eighth la}er was resting on the sloping natural earth and suggest 
ed much eMdence of washed out material The other la}ers were quite steady occisionally 
disturbed b} refuge pits dug at later periods of occupation Lo structural remains were 
discovered from this excavation but the di«coverv of burnt wattle and daub suggested tlat 
the residential quarters here might have been the huts of wattle and daub Thi» surmise is 
further supported b} the dearth of bncks or brickbats The total deptli reached during the 
excavation vs as 16 The last la} er was the black cotton soil which is the natural soil in 
this area This la} er was sloping thu» suggesting that the habitation started on a low small 
mound (Fig 3 ^ 4 ) 

The following periods were noted in fhi» excavation — ( Fig 4 ) 

Period I 

This period represented b} lhefa}ers8 7 6 and 5 is characterued b} the Red and 
Black Ware m as ociation with the N B P the plain red wares the burnished red ware 
with the slip vat} mg from the lacquered red to light orange and the plain black ware The 
habitation started on thedebns of washed out matcnal This period «ecms to be the most 
flourishing one on this site 

I B Subba Rao hatciaJhroMiJiiheAits p 32! Appendix i 

» Ib\d p 50 Tl e recent work at \adnagar by tie 31 S U ncr«it} of Baroda suggests 
that t! IS ware can be dated to about (wo centunc* earlier in Sort} Gujarat But m ch zequ res 
to be done for taking the date of this ware back 




Fig. 4 
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ing in the first three centunes of Christian era ‘ At Timbarv a the association of red polish 
ed ware with the crude gritty red ware similar to that found from Baroda suggest the same 
culture existing contemporaneously here also 

The other potterj type is a red slipped ware with paintings in black on white back 
ground The beginnings of potterj was inferred at Baroda to be m the early medieval 
period I t somewhere around 6oq A D* Together with this were black burn shed wares 
red burnished ware with occasionall5 black mtenor this association suggests that the culture 
was similar to that found at Baroda between circa 600 1000 A D The total absence of cul 
tures of a date later than this at Timbar\a suggests that the site was deserted by about the 
end of the 10th or nth centurj AD It is hkel} that it was deserted during the armed 
conflict between the Chaluk^as of Lata and the Cfaalukjas of Pdtan 

The Trench 

A small trench la X8 was laid on the central undisturbed part of the mound m the 
magnetic east vicst direction For digging it was sub dn ided into six squares each measur 
ing 4 X 4 and nxmed A Ai B Bi CandCt Eight lasers of archaeological deposit were 
noted in this trench The eighth lajer was resting on the sloping natural earth and suggest 
ed much cMdence of washed out matenal The other lajers were quite steady occasionally 
disturbed bj refuge pits dug at later periods of occupation Iso structural remains were 
discovered from this excavation but the d scoiery of burnt wattle and daub suggested that 
the residential quarters here might have been the huts of wattle and daub This surmise is 
further supported by the dearth of bricks or brickbats The total depth reached during the 
excavation was 16 The last layer was the black cotton «oil which is tie natural soil m 
this area This lay er w as sloping thus suggesting that the habitation started on a low small 
mound (Fig 3 ^ 4 ) 

The following periods were noted in thi> excavation — (Fig 4) 

Period I 

This period represented by the layers 876 and 5 is characterised by (t e Red and 
Black Ware in as ociation with the N B P the plain red wares the burnished red ware 
with the slip varying from the lacquered red to Ight orange and the plain black ware The 
habitation started on the debns of wa«hed out matenal This period 'cems to be the most 
flourishing one on this site 

i B SubbaRao Ba^ifa Tfiroi gA f/e Ages p S"! Appendix r 

» Ibtd p 50 TI e recent work at Vadnagar by tie M S U icr* tj 0/ Baroda suggests 
tl at ll 15 ware can be dated to about two cenlune* earlier in Sortl Gujarat But much requires 
to be done for taking the date of tl is ware back 
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Period II 

This period is represented by the layer 4 and 3 Here the Red and Black pottery becomes 
extinct and only very minor sherds are occasionally seen And new pottery types, vtz the 
Red Polished Ware and the crude gritty ware with black interior, and the exterior varjing 
from red to brown are found These pottery types are characteristic of the Carly Histone 
sites in Gujarat Besides these, the crude red ware, the burnished red ware and a fragment 
of *1 red pot with design in white are also found (Fig 5 no 7 ) 

Period III 

This period is marked by the layers i and 2 and is characterised by the appearance 
of the new painted pottery It is a red ware with painting executed in black over the white 
background logether with it the mediaeval black burnished ware, the red slipped ware with 
the black interior become quite common Crude red ware also persists in this period Even 
though a few small pot sherds of the earlier periods continue, the Red and Black pottery 
of Period I appears to have entirely disappeared m this period Apparently there was a gap 
between period II &. Ill as can be seen by very fragmentary sherds of the preceeding period 
mixed with those of the period III 
Pottery 

The largest number of antiquities recovered from this site were pot sherds Practi- 
cally no complete pot lus been recovered from any lajer For the study, pottery has been 
sub divided in three periods 

( 1 ) Period I — Pottery associated with the N B P Ware 

(2) Period II — Pottery associated with the R P Ware 

(3) Period III — Pottery associated with the Painted Red Burnished Ware with 

designs in black over white background 

Pottery associated with the N, B. P. Ware in Period I 

{ Layers 8, 7, 6 5 ) 

Even though no N B P was found below the layer (5), there was no change in 
other pottery types , therefore the pottery from layers 5 to 9 is studied m this group This 
IS the earliest ( Period I ) of the archaeological deposit here 

Tlie N B P IS associated m this phase with Red and Black ware This was re- 
covered from 0 number of sites showing its widespread diffusion Besides this ware the 
other wares associated with plain or burnished red wares phm black wares were verj few 
These are probably the local tjpes current at Timbar\a 

The pottcr> of this period is v\cll fired with rather gritty porous core, in which «and 
degraissant has been used The Red and Black ware suggests inverted firing while In the 
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same group are totally black wares which suggest that thej uare fired under a reducing 

condition 

N. B P. 

Six sherds of the \ B P were recovered from this excavation Three sherds were 
recov ered from layer (5) one from layer ( 3 ) and one from layer ( 2 ) (Tig 5 nos 16) 
Out of these pieces four are too fragmantary to suggest any shape One of Die remaining 
fragments IS a slightly incurved rim of a «maU bowl while the other is a part of a rimless 
bowl similar to that found at Jhusi* and Rajghat* 

Ail these pieces have beautiful steel blue polish which has been partlj Hiked off 
The part where the polish has been flaked oH shows grey colour The core of these pieces 
is of very well levigated clay and even firing 
Red and Black ^^a^e (Tig 6) 

The red and black ware shows the following forms — 

( I ) A rimless bowl nith fiat base Similar wares have been recov ered from 
Brahraagin * 

( 2 ) A bowl with slightly incurved nm with an nneven flat base which is much 
narrower than that of No i The base shows the thumb and finger 
impressions of the potter * 

( 3 ) A bowl with slightly excurved nm and rounded base 

( 4 ) A bovrl with nro similar to that of No 3 with rounded belly and a smilJ 

flat groov e below the belly on the inner side of the vessel 
( 5 ) A variant of 4 witli more rounded belly and no groove on it 
( 6 ) A small bowl with «hghtJy excurved nm and its belly is rounded from near 
the shoulder 

( 7 ) A bowl with flared nm 

( 8 ) A bowl with flared but sightly incurved nm 

( 9 ) \ bowl with nail headed iim 

( 10 ) A deep bowl with in urved flat nm and three shallow grooves on tie 
extenor 

( It ) A deep bowl with slightly beaded nm and three incised lineson Iheexterior 
( 12 ) A deep bowl with slightly beaded nm but tl has no grooves on the exterior 
( 13 ) A deep bowl with si gbily incurved beaded nm and three shallow grooves 

on the exterior 

'REM Wheeler &. Krisl nadev a Note on N C T AnctenI India No i Fig 10 I\ 

* Recently d scovered by U P Shah 

* REM Wheeler Brahmag ri and Cbandravalh 19^7 Ancient India No 4 p 2to 
Fig C r C I G also p 233 T 80 

* Ibid p 233 T 8r 
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( 14 ) 

(14^) 

( 15 ) 

(15 A) 

( 16 ) 

(i6-\) 

(16B) 

{ 17 ) 

(17 A) 
(17B) 

( 18 ) 

( 19 ) 

( 20 ) 

(20 A) 
(20B) 

( 21 ) 
( 22 ) 


A deep bowl with beaded nm and a groove below the nm 
A variant of 14 m small size 

A dish with slightly incurved nm, rather round belly and sagger ba«e 
A variant of No 15 but with rather flat base. 

A dish with lightly coovct sides and flat base 
A vanant of No 16 with a carmation below the belly 
A vanant of No 16 without any carmation 

A dish with almost straight sides, cannation below the beDy and sagger 
base 

A dish with eTCurved nm, rounded lower part of the belly and flat base 
A vanant of 17'A with more flat belly 
A iimless small dish, probably with touch rounded base * 

A pot with lightly beaded flared nm and high neck The part below the 
neck IS missing 

A pot with beaded flared nm with a groove below U The lower part of 
this pot also IS missing 

A variant of type 20 with rather a larger groove 

A pot with lightly beaked nm and high neck The lower part of it is 
missing 

A pot With slightly flared beaded nm and rounded upper part of the belly * 
A blunted round base of a pot ( ’ ) 


Plain and Burnished Red Wares ( Figs 7, 8, 9 ) 

These were the local wares found m large numbers and thej survive during all the 
period of habitation Most of them have no shp, while the others show fine red slip ranging 
from pale yellowish to lacquer red shades They are well fired with slight porous core 
They are invariably wheel made 

rollowing shapes are noted in these vaneties — 

( 23 ) A nm of a large nroless bowl of red ware without any slip It has a well- 
burnt red, slightly porous core This core seems to be a general cbaractens- 
tic in this variety 

( 24 ) A part of a shallow dish.* with incurved headed nm Two shallow incisions 
run horizontally below the nm on the evtenor The sherd shows the signs 
of lacquer red slip which has been destroyed from most of its parts The 
core of this sherd suggests that husks were apparently used as degraissant 

1 J? r M Wheeler, Ibid p 210, Type 8 

* Ibid p 213 

* Earthenware with similar «h3pe are known IocaU> as ‘Tansalis 
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( 25 ) It IS a fragment of a shaHow bowl of plain red ware with sIightJ> incurved 
nm having shallow groo\ e at its neck 

( 26 ) A shallow bowl o! plain red ware with slightly incurved beaded nm and 
two grooves on the exterior Its core is similar to that of No 23 

( 27 ) A shallow dish of plain red crude ware It has slightly incurved beaded 
nm with a shaMow groove below it Tlie core of it is porous and gnfty with 
a smoky portion in the centre 

( 28 ) A shallow dish having the nm similar to that of 27 but with rather pro- 
nounced beading and burnished red slip 

( 29 ) A shallow dish with beaded nm and two grooves on the extenor. It has 
lacquer red slip, and gritty, rather porous, well fired core 

( 30 ) A shallow bowl of plain red ware having slightly beaked nm and porous 
gntty core 

( 31 ) A shallow dish of plain red ware, having excurved nm and gntty, rather 
porous core with even firing 

( 32 ) A dish with slightly excurved nm and flat bottom It has lacquer red slip 

and gntty rather porous core with smoky centre This dish seems to have 

been used as a cooking vessel as much soot was adbenng to its base and 
sides 

( 33 ) A dish of plain red ware and highly excurved nm 

( 34 ) A dish with colour and texture similar to that of 32, but with rather more 

excurved nm and two shallow grooves on the belly 

( 33 ) A dish of light red burnished slip, with excun ed nm having a shallow 
depression on its upper part and a shallow groove on the side, with canna- 
tion on the lower part 

( 36 ) A dish of lacquer red slip having incurved nm with flanged side, and a can- 
nation on the lower part of it The core of this vessel is porous, gntty and 
smoky 

{ 36 A ) A bowl of plain red ware with incurved nm with flanged side and gntty por- 
ous well fired core 

( 37 ) A pot with slightly incurved nm and plain red body without any slip and 
rather porous gntty with burnt core 

( 38 ) A pot with flared beaded nm and rather high neck, with texture similar to 
that of No 37. 

( 39 ) A pot with flared beaded nm with a ^ove on the infenor of the rira, and 
red body 

( 39 A) A pot with flared nm with rectangular section and rather porous, smoky, 
gntty core, and red bodj 

( 40 ) A small red pot with slightly flared beaded nm and core similar to that of 
39 A 
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( 41 ) A pot of red gritty, slightly porous smoky core having flared beaded rirn 
and a groove on the neck on the exterior and below the nm m its interior 
( 42 ) A pot of rather porous gnlty core, having flared rira with rectangular sec 
tion and red slip, it has a shallow groove on the neck on the external side 
and a similar groove below the nm m the interior 
( 43 ) A. pot similar to 41 with a shallow groove below the neck on the exterior 
and rather porous, gritty core with smoky centre 
( 44 ) A variant of 43 without any groove on the interior 

( 45 ) A beaded nm of a large red pof 

( 46 ) A pot with beaded nm red bunished slip and gritty smokj core 

( 47 ) A large pot of red burnished slip and rather porous gritty «ell fired core 

having flared beaded nm with a groove below it jn the inienor and two 
shallow grooves on the exterior 

( 48 ) A flared incurved nm of plain red ware It has a broad deepgroo\em 
the interior 

( 49 ) A slightly beaked nm of a small pot of plain red ware with rather porous 
gntly well fired core 

( 50 ) A beaked nm of a small pot having red burnished slip and core similar to 
that of 48 and 49 

( 51 ) A pot with red burnished slip, which has been flaked off from it It has a 
flared lightly beaked rim and rather large neck 
{ 52 ) A pot similar to 5r. The nm of this pot is well beaded and has a shallow 
groove on the interior of Ibe nm 

( 53 ) A beaded rimmed pot of plain red ware with gritty porous core 
( 54 ) An upper part of a pot of burnished red ware with beaded rim, with a 
shallow groove on th® luternal side below it nnd five similar grooves on 
the neck 

( 55 ) Upper part of a pot of plain red ware and beaked nm 
{ 56 ) A vanant of 55 with much shorter neck 

( 57 ) A pot of red burnished ware with rather porous grittj slightly smoky core 
and dTinaUon 00 the beMy 
( 58 ) A vanant of 57 

( 59 ) A rimless pot of burnished red ware with sharp cannation on the bell} 

( 60 ) A rimless bowl with tan slip and evenly fired rather porous core 
( 61 ) A deep bowl of crude red ware with slightly incurved nm This is a \ery 
crude ware used probably as a dnnkmg cup The> are known as 
*'Panktis‘ in Maharashtra and Kundu ’ in Gujarat They are even now 
V erj widely used in U P 

f 62 ) A rimless bowl of crude red ware with slight cannation at the base 
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( 63 ) A deep bowl with beaded nm and tan slip and a groove below the rim 
both on the lo'^ide and outside of it 

( 64 ) A black object resembling half cat husk of a mango s“ed. It is o%al in plan 
and has a rounded base Similar objects were recovered from Nasik and 
Rupar^ 

( 65 ) A short hollow cylinder of black ware 
Pottery of Period II ( Layers 3 & 4 ) ( Fig 9, 10 ) 

The pottery from this period « found m association with the Red Polished irare 
The crude grittj ware similar to that found at Akota Vadnagar and Valam plain red ware 
red burnished ware and mica slipped pottery were recovered from these layers The Red 
and Black ware was also found in very small quantity in layer (4) but they almost drop 
out after this in upper layers 

The following shapes are obtained from the layers (3 and 4) of this penod — 

( 66 ) A shallow dish with incurved run of Red Polished Ware 

( 67 ) A dish of plain red ware having incurved nm and well burnt porous gritty 

core 

{ 6S } A dish of plain red ware with slightly excurved nm 

( 69 ) A deep red bowl with slightly incurved nm with a shallow depression below 

the nm on the outer side of it 
( 70 ) A deep bowl having beaded nm of plain red ware 

( 71 ) A bowl with incurved nm and flanged side It is a plain black ware with 
porous gritty, smoky core 

( 72 ) A pot with excurved nm and a shallow groove at the base of the neck 
It is a red slipped ware with porous, gritty core with smoky line in the 
centre 

( 73 ) A slightly cxcurv ed nm of a red pot with a shallow groove on the inner side 
{ 74 ) A flared beaded nm with a groove on the interior It has micaceous slip 
and gntty, porous well fired core 

( 75 ) A small pot of plain red ware having flared nm, spnnging up from the 
shoulder The nm has a small groove on its inner side 
( 76 ) A pot of plain red ware having slightly flared nm with a broad shallow de 
pression on the externa) side and a groove below the nm on the inner side 
^ j A pot of plain red ware with straight nm with a broad shallow depression 
on the inner side 

( 7S ) A pot of burnished red ware having beaded nm with a groove on its inner 
side, and two shallow grooves on its outer side 
( 79 ) A pot of plain red ware with slightly beaked nm 
V Information kindlj supplied by H D SanLaha and \ D Sbarma 
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( 80 ) A beaded nm of a large )ar of plam red ware having well burnt gritty por 
ous core 

( Sr ) A pot of burnished red ware with beaded nm and short neck 

( 82 ) A rimless dish of black ware having smoky porous gritty core with affin- 
ities in the fabric to those discovered at Baroda and Vadnagar 

( 83 ) A pear shaped pot with short neck and flared nm The texture of it is 
similar to that of 82 

{ 83 A ) A flared nm of a pot of texture similar to that of 83 

Only one fragment of painted pottery was recovered from this period It is a frag 
ment of red ware With three shallow grooves and the zigzag pattern m white between two 
honzontallmes of the same colour (Fig 5 No 7) 

Pottery of Period III ( layers 1 & 2 ) ( Fig 10 ) 

^rom the layers i and 2 pottery in association with the red painted ware with 
designs in black on white bands have been recovered A few sherds of earlier types continue 
but there is a general change m the pottery types The black burnished ware the red 
slipped ware with black interior are common in these lasers The Red and Black ware had 
disappeared by this time The following shapes have been noted in the pottery of this 
period — 

( 84 ) A rimless dish of red ware with smoky core Its texture is similar to that 
of Vos 82 83 83 A of Period II 

( 80 ) A dish of crude black ware with smoky gritty porous core It has flanged 
side and slightly incurved rim Similar dishes have been discovered from 
the excavations at Baroda * 

( £6 ) A pot of black burnished ware having flared beaked nm Its core is gritty 
porous and smoky 

( 87 ) A pot of red burnished ware with smoky core Parts of it near the beaded 
nm are black probably due to inverted finng 

( 88 ) A pot of black burnished ware with flared beaded nm short neck and sharp 
cannation below thenm in the inner side of it This mediaeval ware occurs 
m periods IV and V at Baroda * 

( 89 ) A pot of red ware and gritlj porous well fired core has a flared beaded rim 

( 90 ) A pot haMng red burnisl ed si p on outside and b’ack on the inner side It 
has a flared eroo\ ed nm Similar fabric w as recovered from the mediae val 
laj ers in the cxca% ations at Biroda * 

» B Subbarao Barodti Through The Ages Tig sj ^os 8Sd 8Se 88/ BSg 

* Ibid P 46 

9 B Subba Rao e/ eU p 46 T)pe69 
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( 91 ) A pot ot bhck burnished ware haMngi short neck nnd flared nm uith two 
{grooves The neck of tins uirc is not burnished 
( 92 ) A pot of bhcl burnished ware, liiMiig bended nm with two grooves on the 
inner side nnd one below it on the outer side The neck of tins pot is not 
burni'shcd 

{ 93 ) A bcikcd flared nm of a pot of plain red ware with rather Ingh neck 
( 91 ) ApotofblacI burnished ware with beaded grooved nm 
( 9a ) A pot of bhek burnished ware with beat cd grooved nm 

( 96 ) A deep bowl with flattened nm It ins red colour on tlic outer surface 

while the inner surface is black 

( 97 ) A small bowl with slighlf> incurred nm having a groove on the outerand 
inner side below the nm The tevturc of it is similar to that of No 96 
( qS ) A small black rimless bowl With a cannation on tlic bcll> 

( 99 ) A bowl of red ware Its upper part is burnished It is similar to No 9® 

in shape 

( zoo ) A fragment of a bowl of plain redware having incurved run 
( tor ) A pot of plain red ware with oval nm and pear shaped body probably 
hand made 

A large fragment (TBRK 13) of red slipped ware with cannation on the belly is 
decorated with two bands of while colour flanking a «cncs of white irregular dot* Both 
the bands are decorated with oblique black lines enclosed tw 0 lionzontal lines of the same 
tint (Tig 5 No 8) Tins ware occurs at Baroda* nnd survives right upto the Muslim 
period Another sherd ( TCRIv 38 ) is ilso similarly decorated b it its design has faded awa> 
Other Antiquities 

Besides pottery, terracotta objects such as beads stoppers flesh rubbers mother 
goddesses and objects of iron gold bone and stone have been recovered 
Beads (Figs ii &, 12) 

1 he beads of arecanut biconical and epherical shapes have been recovered from this 
excavation Arecanubt eads are of quite common occurrence m India. They have been 
found at Harappa AriLamedu Brahmagin Chandravalli Be^anagar kosam Ahichliatra 
Karad Nasik Kolhapur Kondapur and many other sites* suggesting that they have a wide 
distribution in time and space These beads are found in all periods of lii tory but at 
Kolhapur they were gradually on the wane m the Bahamani Period * I rom other sites 
this type was recovered m the period assignable to 2nd to 4th Centurj A D * They occur 

^ B Subba Rao op ctl p 50 also Mehta R N Arcl aeological Ren ains from Baroda 
BiiUetin of the Darodit Museum & Picture Gallery Vol IV Pis III P 10 

* H D Sankal a &. G Diksbit Excavations at Brahmapun Kolhapur p 140 

* Ib d p 93 
‘ Ibid p 93 




Fig. 12. Th« Terracotta objects from T/mbitra. 
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at Baroda in the Periods At Tlmbani'a, the distribution of the arecanut beads is 

seen in Periods II and III, The other types of beads are also of frequent occurrence. 
Truncated blconical beads were recovered from Harappa,* KoJhapur* and Baroda,* while 
the spherical b^ads have also been recovered from Brahmagm® and Kolhapur.* 

The dbtribution and size of these beads from Timbarva is noted below 
T. C. Ancanut Beads : 


.Vo. 

DescfiptiOM 

Size'’ 

Layer 

Period 

X. 

Black Arecanut type with concave 
bottom (TBRK zt) 

20 X 15 

2 

III 

2. 

Black rather pointed top and flat 
bottom (TBRK 27 ) 

22 X 17 

2 

III 

3 

Black similar to i. {TBRK 28 ) 

20 X 15 

2 

III 

4. 

Black w ith long sides, and truncate 
ted top and rather concave bottom 
(TBRK 49) 

13.5 X 10 

I 

irr 

5 

Red, flattened top and concave 
bottom (TBRK 33) 

19 X 12 5 

3 

ir 

6. 

Red similar to 4 ( TBRK 34 ) 

24 X 19 

3 

II 

7. 

Black flat bottom variant of No. 2. 
(TBRK 36) 

20 X 15 5 

3 

II 

8, 

Red Pointed top and concave 
bottom (TBRK 44) 

18 X 14 

3 

11 

9 

Black truncated top and concave 
bottom ( TBRK 56 ) 

22 X 15 

3 

ir 

10 

Black fragmentary pointed lop 

(TBRK 61) 

— X 18 

4 

II 


Biconical Beads : 

Only one biconical bead (20 x i 5 )of r®"! been recovered from layer 7. 

period r. Another biconical bead of smoky quartz with fiat hexagonal section ( TBRK 72 ) 
(9x6) was recovered from layer 4. Period II. 


I B. Subba Rao., op. at .-p 77 , . x. r- «t xr 

* R E M WWer.. Harappa jo46:^«w«/ /»*•». 3, P 124 Fig.aeNoap. 

> H. D. Sankalia & M. G . Biksh.t . ( Kolhapur ). op. at. 

* B. Subba Rao , op at . F'?- 3®' 

5 R. E. M. Wheeler-, op. at.. Anaent India, bo. 4 , pi cxx. 

' 11.. first lig;or.d«lot.s the s.z= at the broadest part, wh.le 

the second-figure denotes the height The figures in bracket are the register numbers. 
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Spherical Beads : 


No 

Discripiion 

Size 

Layer 

Period 

X 

Black roughlj spherical band 
made (TBRK 58} 

17 X 15 

4 

II 

s 

’ (TBRK 69) 

25 X 25 

5 

I 

3 

” (TBRK 68) 

24 X 23 

5 

I 

A 

” (TBRK 79) 

34 X 31 

7 

I 


Stoppers (Fig'! ii &. 12) 

Terracotta cones and solid cylinders of diHerent sires and shapes have been recover- 
ed from excavation at Timbarva Their exact use is unknown Sir John Marshall beheves 
that thej might liav e been used m game * Some of them have affinities vv itb clay Sivilingas, 
made now a dajs in the month of Sravana, while the others look like stoppers A few of 
them have perforations near the top suggesting that thej vrere hung bj passing a string 
tbroogh the perforation Be«ides Timbarva, tliej have been recovered from Navada Todi 
Maheshwar, Mohenjo daro* Brabmagiri » Harappa.* Nasik^ and other sites The tjpes 
recovered from Timbarv a are cones, cones with truncated top perforated cones cjlmders 
of tall and flat v-aneties Their distribution and detail* are as follows — 


Cone With Pointed Top : 


No 

DescrtpUen 

Siv 

Layer 

Period 

I 

Red Conical partl5 oblique base 

75 X 25 

3 

II 

2 

(TBRK 59) 

Black thick with flat base ( TBRK 93 ) 

44 X 64 

Pit 2 sealed 

I 

3 

Red with partly oblique ba’je and curved 

26 X 55 

bj 7 

7 

r 

side (TBRK 93) 

Cone With truncated top : 

1 Black w ith a depression on the top 

10 X 25 

3 

II 


(TBRK 52) 

Black with truncated and perforated top 

29 X 32 

4 

II 


and oblique base (TBRK i6) ^ 

C.v.l,...,o„, Vol ir. p 47S aho 

REM Wheeler, at Anctent India , ho 4 .P 


s Ibid 

» R E M W heeler Ibtd p c-«u J2 
< R E M WheWer, oP at , Anetent 
* Inlorroation kmdl> supplied by S 


India \ol III, p 129 
B Deo of Deccan College Post graduate 


Research 


Isstilute, Poona 
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Thin bhek with truncated top and 
oblique base (TBRK 17 ) 

8 X 265 

5 

I 

4 

Similar to 3 but upper part broken 
(TBRK 18) 

65 X — 

5 

I 

5 

Black with a liolc at the top and 
oblique ba«e {TBRK 57 ) 

13 X 23 

5 

I 

G 

Red \Mlh truncated and perforated top 
and oblique base ( TBRR 75 ) 

19 X 39 

5 

I 

7 

Black with rounded truncated and slight- 
Ij oblique base (TBRK 66 ) 

33 X 54 

6 

1 

8 

Black broken at tlic top (TBRK 67) 

14 X — 

Pit 2 scaled 
by 7 

1 

9 

Black truncated perforated and oblique 
base (TBRK 77) 

17 X 23 

6 

I 

10 Red and black slanting base and side, 
truncated perforated top (TBRKC^) 

Solid Cylindrical typo 

18 X 47 

7 

I 

No 

, Descnpiton 

Size 

Ltt}er 

Penod 

I 

Black flat cylindrical* w ith partly concave 
sides (TBRK 4 1 

25 X 22 

1 

111 

2 

Red flat cylindrical with slightly concave 
sides (TBRK 45) 

24 X j6 

3 

11 

3 

Red tall cylindrical ( TBRK 60 ) 

27 X29 

4 

II 

4 

Black faff cyfmdncal with shghffy con- 
cave sides ( TBRK 67 ) 

20 X 27 

Pit z 
sealed by 

rt 

I 

5 

Red with hall side flattened ( TBRK 87 ) 

17 X 28 

/ 

6 

1 


All these types are handmade and either well or crudely finished The oblique base 
IS formed by the action of the thumb while making it. The truncated top results from hold- 
ing the clay on the top by the forefinger This truncation is later on worked out so that 
hole like point or irregularly shaped top is formed The slightly oblique side is also the 
result of the manufacturing process • 

^ The stoppers with their height more than their diameter are noted as tall, and those with 
their height less than the diameter are flat 

* To know the exact reason of the shapes of these cones they were manufactured by the 
author, in the presence of H D bankalia Director Narmada Valley Expedition, at Navada 
Todi in 1953 
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Discs : 

Only t«o discs were recovered from layer 3 One of them is a circular red disc 
(27 X It) Nvlille the other is also of similar fabric and colour with conca\e sides 
(Gi X 2t) 


La^er 

3 


Period 

II 


Flesh Rubbers ( Fig. 13 No. 90 ). 

Three flesh rubbers were discovered from the excavation They are rectangular 
terracotta blocks with herring bone patterns ‘ These finds suggest a long tradition for 
the use of such brushes at least in this part of India The details of these brushes are as 
follows — 

No Description Size 

1 Red fragmentary bath brush with herring — 

bone pattern and red gritty porous core 
(TBRK20) 

2 Red bath brush with smoky porous ()2 x loi 8 I 

gritty core and herring bone pattern 

(TBRKqo) 

3 Similar to 3 59 ^ 9 

Mother Goddesses : (Fig 1112) 

T^ofigunnes of mother goddesses and one ralberdoublM fragment nere recorered 

.. j - rin- nf •hem IS a red figure witii almost rectangular lower 

from Period 1 layers 5 „ ' ^ 5,5 The right hand of the goddess is broken 

part ‘ upper arm of thi» goddess was probably made 

"d l1\hTgorderi/mL The measorements at the broad part, waist and total 

height are 25 X 15 ^ 35 j t . 

jj / laver vt also shows similar tendencies of arm and breasts 

hut Jtow" . t'f^s hgnre is rounded In this ^se afso the head is missing Its meas- 
urements similar to those of the preceding figure are aS X 15 X 5- 

A third piece also from layer 5 of .he same period may be a human figure but it is 
too fragmentary for any comments 

Plaque ( Fig 13 No 9 ) ^ ^ „,3 

Besides these moth g ^ 

“r;:lsa‘,;„e:sugg»tmg a fioralpatten^JIh^mhers^^ ^ 

information kindhsapphed 

by H D Sankalia 
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Seal 

A lump of clay with circular, highly worn out impression on it was discovered from 
layer i The seal is too worn out to decipher anything from the impression 
Unidentified Object ( Fig. 13 No. 94 ). 

A celt like stone object with o\al section and flared sides was recovered from layer 
(7) Its use cannot be guessed 
Bone Objects : 


The bone objects found from layer (2) of the excavation are three points with cir- 
cular sections, while the fourth specimen forms a round butt end of probably a kohl stick. 
No specimen from this group is complete Similar objects were found from Taxila\ Nava- 
da todi, Nasik, Karhad* and Mohenjo Daro * 


Stone Objects ( Fig 13 ) 

Six stone objects were recovered from the trench One of them is a legged quem, 
two are pestles, one is probably a sharpener The fifth is a quartzite biconical bead, 
1-.1. .1 . ... 1 ui.. . TliAtr gr» fnitows 


No 

Descriptfou 

Size 

X 

A quartzite of irregular shape probably 
a quern ( ? ) ( TBRK 88 ) 

66 X 155 

2 

Black stone with depressed centre, pro- 
bably a sharpener ( ^ ) ( TBRK 5 ® ) 

62 X 79 

3 

A sandstone pestle with oval section 
(TBRK 83) 

62 X 120 

4 

A legged quern of sandstone* ( TBRK 85 ) 

112 X 80 

5 A pestle with circular section ( TBKK 89 ) 

Metal objects 

74 X 71 


Pertod 

III 


Layer 

2 

3 n 

5 I 

6 I 

7 I 

Objects of copper, iron and golo were leuu.eie,. ,,3^' ents'^ot 

objects were a bar and a ring The iron objects were mainly "es nads fragments o 
wiie ploughshare (?) and other utilitarian tools and implemejits A gold pendant ( ) 

11 as also recovered The details of these objects are as follows 

1 R E M Wheeler Braliniagiri 5. Chandravalli . ArieiiMf Inita IJ. PI "T 4 7 

1 John Harshall Mohenjo Daro and .he Indus Civilisation Vol If P 470 
PI CXXXII 7 

> G S Rhare, Esploralions at Rarad PI XII 3 

‘ Legged qnerns are found from Va p„,„bair and Eairah from other parts 

Kolhapur Nasik, Ujjain, Maheshwar Taxilla Cansikrti Nl Drstne 

of India For 6^11 see H D Sankalia Ghant. Aoe Pata Sanskrt. Dfstij 
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15 X 35 

29 X 155 


Copper Objects Fig. ( 15 &, 16 ) 

2^0 Description Size Layer Period 

I Copper bar with rounded ends and circular 6 X 140 3 

section (TBRK 29) 

z Anng (TBRK 91) External 7 I 

diameter— 14 

Internal 

diameter — 10 

Iron Objects : 

1 A VNure turned into a nng External i 

(TBRK 14) diameter— 21 

2 A broken fragment of. probably, a 20 X 63 2 

naiL (TBRK 32) , jjj 

3 Same as 3(TBRK25) 15 x 35 ^ 

4 A blade broken into three ®9 X i5o 

fragments (TBRK 3 ^) » at s II 

5 Ana.lw.lhreclar,gnUrh=ad(TBRK5i) ^4 X 6. 4 ^ 

6 Fragment of an arrowhead (TBRK 47) * ^ - I 

7. H.ghl> corroded brol-enplongh share (?) 35 X II6 

(TBRK 71) A ,, 6 I 

8 FraEmentofablade(?) (TBRK80) l6 X 37 ^ 

g Fragment ot a blade ( ^ ) ( TBRK 92 ) 22 x 47 

Only one globular pendant (?) of gold lod >r,th up^r 
pattern by pressed gold rr.re cbam was obtamed from lajer (3) Perrod I 

Conclusion „ . ^jj^g tlie existence in 

This small trial excavation *““^’“1 '' centuries before the Christian era 

Gujarat of an Iron Age Culture ol the is ^ ccj probably wattle and 

This culture With its iron implements, » enioved a culture similar to that of con 

daub huts suggests that central Gujarat at -j-fie later cultures bear close affinity 

temporary Mahara<htra Kbandesh and 3 a wa ( Vadnagar ) 

to those alreadj knou n from Baroda (an ' Histone Period a step lurther 

This excavation thus tales the tnonl geo excavations at diOerenl sites m 

Still, hoiteter much Beld work and ^ Uiose already discotered and 

Gujarat are necessary for tracing .be cultures 

bndgtng the cultural gap between the mtcrobtluc and 
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